CHARLES   WATERTON
Wanderings in South America

CHARLES WATERTON (1782-1867), a native of Yorkshire, went
as a young man to Demerara, in British Guiana, to manage
some estates belonging to his family. After a period of eight
years in this business he felt the lure of the almost unexplored
continent too keenly, and he began those wanderings in the
jungle which henceforth were to be the chief occupation of his
life. He was an enthusiastic naturalist, interested in all forms
of life, though mainly in that of the higher animals. His best
work is recorded in his Wanderings in South America (1828).
In our extract he describes the sloth, a curious animal about
which very little was really known in those days.
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